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The new music: choral ensemble
BY SEAN COGAN

Five years ago, Carrie
Chapman was the director of
a Taylor University vocal
group called Ars Nova, a
Latin phrase which translates
into "new music." The irony
was that the vocal group per
formed music from the
Renaissance and early
Baroque periods.
Now, Carrie Chapman has
returned to Taylor University
as the current director of the
university's choral ensemble.
"The majority of members
of the choir are freshman stu
dents," says Chapman. "It's a
very young choir, but they all
have previous musical experi
ence."

The choral ensemble is
keeping busy this semester,
despite Chapman's initial
plan to allow the members to
work on their blended sound
and individual vocal ranges
before performing publicly.
The Hand in Hand
International Adoption
Agency and General Electric
both requested that the
ensemble perform at their
events, and Chapman con
sented. Both performances
will be holiday themed, even
though the ensemble is still
building up a Christmas
repertoire.
The ensemble will also be
performing in chapel on
November 13th and

December 8th and will be fea
tured as part of the music
department's concert in
Founders Hall on November
14th.
Carrie Chapman's favorite
song out of the ensemble's
current repertoire is "The
Water is Wide," a traditional
Irish ballad. "I love the har
monies and the progression
of the chords," she says. She
adds that it is one of only a
few secular songs in the
ensemble's repertoire.
Other songs Chapman
enjoys directing include
"Simple Gifts" and "Kyrie."
"Simple Gifts" is an a capella piece based on a Shaker
hymn. "It's fast," Chapman

says. "All the lines are doing
their own things. It's fun.
And it has a good message."
"Kyrie" is a modernized
version of a song that has
existed for centuries. "The
kids are having a blast doing
it," says Chapman.
Chapman says her current
wish for the ensemble is that
it would expand. "We have a
wonderful core group, but we
want it to grow."
Those interested in joining
the choral ensemble should
talk with either Chapman or
Dr. Johnson. No audition is
necessary to join the ensem
ble, though participants will
be asked to try out for specif
ic vocal parts.

You say Thanksgiving, they say Tabaski
BY CAMERON MILLER

For most of us,
Thanksgiving conjures up
thoughts of turkey and sweet
potatoes, maybe even pil
grims. But for Bemba Sylla, a
recent immigrant to America,
this holiday brings to mind a
holiday from his home coun
try of Mali, a holiday called
Tabaski.
Tabaski is one of the
regional names for the holi
day more commonly known
as Eid ul-Adha. It celebrates
the event when, according to
the Koran, Ibrahim
(Abraham) was about to sac
rifice his son Ishmael before
an angel stopped him and
pointed out a ram to take the
son's place.
The holiday takes place in
the first month of the Islamic
calendar and marks the end
of the time of Hajj, the pil
grimage to Mecca. This
makes it part of the largest
Islamic celebration. Sylla was

raised as a Christian, even
though he was living in a pre
dominantly Islamic culture.
This meant that he and his
family found ways to cele
brate the event as a part of
their culture, even if they did
not accept all of the beliefs
behind it.
Tabaski is a holiday about
giving thanks for God's bless
ings and asking forgiveness
from those you may have
wronged. It spans two days,
a time during which virtually
everyone receives the day off
of work. Children usually get
a brand new set of clothes,
and everyone dresses up in
the nicest outfits.
Typically a sheep is killed
and prepared for the tradi
tional meal, along with a
variety of other tasty dishes.
With all the members of an
extended family coming to
share in this feast, it is truly a
time of togetherness.
People will go around the
neighborhood and ask for

giveness for
wrongs done.
Children who
do this are
given a token
gift, usually
candy or
money, as a
sign that for
giveness has
been granted.
Even though
Bemba lived in
Bamako, the
capital of Mali,
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Dr. Jarvis on
campus for
book signing
Dr. William (Bill) Jarvis was
on campus Wednesday,
November 1, to promote his
new book Snail to the Finish Leaning on Faith. The book
is available at the TUFW
bookstore and online at
Amazon.com.
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his neighbor- Sophomore Bemba Sylla grew up celebrating
hood was a
Tabaski (Eid ul-Adha) in his native Mali.
much friendonly once in a lifetime.
lier place than you might find
When visiting with friends
in one of America's major
during this time, a person
cities.
would give the traditional
One of Bemba's most
blessing "I san bee san bee,"
remarkable memories from
wishing his comrade a long
Tabaski was when the presi
and successful life.
dent of Mali visited his neigh
Part of holiday involves
borhood. In keeping with the
the deceased. Bemba, togeth
spirit of the holiday, the man
er with his family, would
handed out money to the
head out to the gravesites of
children, including Bemba. It
family members and ask forwas something that happens

giveness either for specific
things or general pardon for
anything in which he may
have wronged them. He
believes that his family mem
bers can look down from
heaven and see him, and also
offer forgiveness.
Tabaski is celebrated on
the 10th day of the Muslim
month of Dhul Hijia.
Due to differences between
the Islamic lunar calendar
and the Western solar calen
dar, Tabaski will fall on
December 31st this year and
on December 20th in 2007. In
2009, it will be close to the
same day as American
Thanksgiving.

2

o

p

i

n

i

o

n

November 10, 2006

Confessions of a compulsive shopper
BY KATHRYN STINE

"Forgive me, wallet, for I
have shopped. It has been
eleven days since my last
paycheck."
I tend to make this plea for
forgiveness several days after
getting paid and making sub
sequent trips to Jefferson
Pointe. I'm a compulsive
shopper. I can't remember
when I first made the horrific
realization, but I'm quite
aware of my condition.
Symptoms of compulsive
shopping include headache
(when looking at bank state
ment), shaky hands (when
looking at a must-have item),
and extreme guilt (when
looking at oneself in the mir
ror.) However, I have learned

to cope with these trouble
some symptoms.
I thrive on sales and thrift
stores. Good dorm room fur
niture, accessories, and deco
rations can be found at
Goodwill or Salvation Army
stores. Just this weekend I
picked up almost two dozen
silk roses, dusted them off,
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put them in some glass bot
tles, and voila! Instant windowsill decor. I didn't even
know my windowsill needed
flowers until I saw them.
If I want something brand
new, the clearance aisle at
Wal-Mart is like a forty-foot
stretch of paradise filled with
shiny gadgets and gizmos
that I'll never use and certain
ly don't need. I have a red lei
tacked to the bulletin board
in my room, a fifty-cent testi
mony to the siren call of dis
counted kitsch.
If clearance aisles are my
haven, bookstores are my
doom. Whatever resolve I
build up melts the moment I
pass through the security sen
sors. Oh, the number of times
I have walked into Barnes
and Noble intending only to
browse. Instead, I walk out
thirty dollars poorer and

three books richer. Last
Friday I went in to read part
of Terry Pratchett's
Wintersmith. Three hours
later, I left with Peter S.
Beagle's The Line Between
tucked under my arm and a
peppermint mocha lingering
on my breath.
Whereas books are guaran
teed impulse buys, I can wait
weeks, months, and even
years to buy a certain DVD.
Granted, that usually means
I'm holding out for a very
special edition DVD that will
cost me twice as much as the
theatrical edition. But it's
worth it, right? Cast inter
views, behind-the-scenes
footage, making-of documen
taries - this is the good stuff!
I'm not crazy. Buying a DVD
that lists two of its special
features as "animated
menus" and "scene selection"

- that's crazy.
I've even learned to control
my compulsiveness from
time to time. I have thrice
stopped myself from buying
a certain CD, not because I
did't want it, but because I
haven't had a chance to listen
to any previews. I don't like
buying junk CDs and then
having to face the hassle of
trying to return an opened
CD to customer service.
Occasionally I can even
talk myself out of buying
something I don't really need.
Magnetic poetry kits with
themes like college, love, and
Shakespeare look like fun,
but I can't justify spending
ten bucks or more on tiny
magnets I'm just going to lose
anyway.
See, there's hope for me
yet!
Oooh, is that a sale?

Even lunch is difficult in Brick
BY SEAN COGAN

Ever wonder what Sam
Spade was like in high
school? Even if you haven't,
and even if you have no clue
who Sam Spade is, Rian
Johnson's stylish tribute to
film noirs deserves your
attention.
The mystery in Brick
begins when anti-social high
school kid Brendan (Third
Rock from the Sun's Joseph
Gordon-Levitt) receives a
panicked phone call from his
ex-girlfriend (Lost's Emilie
DeRavin). She mutters some
thing about a "brick."
"And now the Pin's on it

for Poor Frisco and they're
playing it all on me!" It may
seem like code, but it's actu
ally a series of slang terms
from the noir films and litera
ture of the thirties and forties.
Brendan turns "shamus,"
infiltrating one high school
clique after another until he
comes upon his ex's body.
He hides it so that he can
sleuth the murder without
police intervention, at the
same time making himself a
suspect in the crime.
The slang's not the only
thing ripped from old detec
tive novels. Detective and
high school archetypes are
skillfully woven together.
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The school nerd (Matt
O'Leary) becomes the allknowing informant. The prin
cipal (Richard Roundtree)
becomes the by-the-book
authority symbol. The drama
club member Kara (Meagan
Good) and cheerleader Laura
(Nora Zehetner) become
femme fatales. But everyone
delivers his or her lines and
actions so casually and with
such conviction that they
seem natural, and the movie
never desolves into spoof.
Whether you're a fan of
old-fashioned murder mys
teries or you're just someone
who survived high school,
Brick is worth your time.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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Life not so sweet for diabetics
BY JEREMY SHEER

In the human body, the
pancreas creates insulin,
which controls the body's
glucose. With diabetes, the
pancreas stops creating
insulin or does not make
enough insulin. Many people
who are diagnosed with dia
betes don't know why they
have it or what initial steps to
take to control it.
Two students at TUFW
have Type One diabetes:
sophomore professional writ
ing major Molly Schnepel and
freshman youth ministry
major Becky Manning. Molly
and Becky were diagnosed at
ages 3 and 8, respectively.
Each day these students
struggle with accepting that
their bodies no longer make
insulin. "I am required to
take six or seven shots a day,"
says Becky. "I have to check
my blood sugar ten times a
day or I'd risk being put in
the hospital. Controlling my
blood sugar is very impor
tant."
Diabetics have to sacrifice

many foods, and insulin shots
may be needed. "I always
have to check my blood sugar
and how many carbs I am
eating," says Molly. "Once
someone is diagnosed with
diabetes, her life is changed.
The hardest thing about hav
ing diabetes is remembering I
have it."
Diabetes sometimes mani
fests itself through the follow
ing symptoms: extreme thirst
or hunger, fatigue, blurred
vision, weight loss, or dry,
itchy skin. Anyone experienc
ing these symptoms should
contact a physician immedi
ately.
It is important to talk to
family and friends about dia
betes to gain a better under
standing. For people who are
diagnosed with diabetes,
watching their diet is essen
tial. Type One diabetes is not
something that can be con
tracted; it is usually genetic
and can be diagnosed at an
early age.
Type Two diabetes is the
most common form of this

disease, and affects an esti
mated 16 million people in
the US. It is estimated that 5
million people are unaware
that they have diabetes.
While family history and
other circumstances can
impact the likelihood of
developing this disease, life
style and diet play a huge
role as well. Excess weight,
smoking, lack of an active
life-style, and high blood
pressure or cholesterol all put
people at higher risks for
developing Type Two dia
betes.
Despite having to deal
with diabetes, life is no less
sweet for people like Molly
and Becky. Molly enjoys
anime and manga (Japanese
comics) and Becky enjoys
sports and singing. "Because
I have diabetes, I have to be
very conscientious about it,"
says Molly.
For more information
regarding diabetes visit the
American Diabetes
Association at www.diabetes.org.

Project Angel Tree comes to TUFW
BY ASHLEY 0LINGH0USE

Christmas: it's one of the
most joyous holidays of the
year. Snow, lights, carols,
family and friends, decorated
trees, stockings, presents —
add a screeching halt here.
More than one thousand chil
dren in the Fort Wayne area
have a parent in prison, and
during the holiday season, it
is up to the Angel Tree
Christmas program to make
sure these kids receive gifts
for Christmas.
"These kids are as at risk
as they come," says TUFW
junior Cody Rose. " I believe
it is our job as Christians to
reach out to this segment of
the population who need to
be shown Christ's love this
holiday season." Taylor stu
dents will have an opportuni
ty to fulfill that job within the

next few weeks.
Each wing will be given a
list of children to sponsor;
female wings will receive
young girls and male wings
will receive young boys.
From there, the students will
buy gifts for the children and
deliver them before finals
week in December. Both
Taylor Fort Wayne and the
children involved in this pro
gram have been blessed
greatly this year. An individ
ual from the community
donated money for the pro
gram to take place on this
campus. Therefore, each
wing will have twenty dollars
to spend on each child; none
of the money needs to come
out of the students' pockets.
"You may think that deliv
ering Christmas presents real
ly does not mean that much,"

says Rose. "I beg to differ.
For most of these kids, this is
the one present they will be
receiving for Christmas."
Along with buying gifts
and blessing a child, the pro
gram hopes to see lives
changed and dedicated to
Christ. The gift is a way into
the home; it opens the door
for students to share the hope
of their Savior with a family
in desperate need of hope.
Aside from the children
being sponsored by Taylor
and local churches, there are
still nearly 400 children with
out sponsors. Reach out to
the community this season
and ask a resident assistant
for more information on how
to get involved. Also, check
with a pastor and director at
your church to see if they're
sponsoring children this year.

Photo by Tabitha Spacht
November is National Diabetes Month. Diabetics like Molly need
to keep track of their sugar intake, especially cookies.

The rockin' restaurant
review: Sakura
BY TABITHA SPACHT

A distinguished group of
palates and I went in search
of genuine Japanese cuisine.
We invited a missionary kid
from Japan, April Selander, in
order to verify the ethnic
authenticity of the food. Our
destination was Sakura
Japanese Restaurant and
Sushi Bar on 5828 W. West
Jefferson Boulevard.
I suggest ordering sushi.
There are several varieties
and combinations to choose
from. I chose the eel, avocado
and cucumber combo and
was pleasantly surprised.
When trying new ethnic
foods, do not be afraid to be
bold but have a healthy
respect for the advice of the
food server. When a server
tells you that something is
spicy, believe him or her and
proceed with caution.
I was served wasabi with
my sushi. Wasabi tastes like
horseradish mixed with acid,
and it burns - a lot. I was
dared to eat the entire portion
and accepted the challenge
for ten dollars. This meal
plan is a viable option for the

financially-strapped college
student willing to tolerate
pain, blisters, and public
humiliation.
Overall, the presentation of
the food was very nice and
there were no complaints
about the taste and quality.
Our Japanese aficionado stat
ed that the food was authen
tic Japanese style but with
American-sized portions.
I give this restaurant 3 out 5
stars. People with serious
food allergies need to be very
careful. Despite several warn
ings about her allergy and
request for the mushrooms to
be removed from the dish,
one member of the group
was served mushrooms. If
you have an allergy, do not
order a dish with that item as
a listed ingredient and
request for them to be
removed because they will
not do it.
If you want something
other than the typical
American foods, I recom
mend Sakura Japanese
Restaurant & Sushi if you do
not have any dietary restric
tions.
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The national tournament: a senior's heartbreak
BY SARAH ELIZABETH HODGIN

Twenty-four hours later and
here I sit with a lump finding
permanent residence in my
throat. My eyes feel like they
haven't rested for days owing
to frequent crying spells. My
heart aches so much at
moments, I find it hard to
breathe.
What caused this consum
ing sadness? Losing the
national championship game
for the third consecutive sea
son. Another factor: 24 hours
ago was also my last chance
at playing volleyball for the
Lady Falcons, donning the
uniform, and competing for
the national volleyball title.
The season began with an
ultimate goal of winning the
United States Collegiate
Athletic Association champi
onship. Jessica Warriner and
I had many conversations
about how we had trained all
summer with that goal in
mind. We had to run sprints
throughout the season with
our coach bellowing, "The
National Tournament,
ladies!" From the Lady
Falcons' loss at Huntington
University in the latter part of
the season, we promised our
selves that we would win-out
the rest of the season.
However close we were to
reaching our goal, we fell
short. Nevertheless, it is my
desire, even though the ulti
mate goal wasn't reached, to
express my admiration and
pleasure at having the senior
season I had.
Being a leader is very dif
ferent when great expecta
tions are placed on the team
you are trying to lead. In
recent years the TUFW vol
leyball team has been an
underdog and would every
so often upset a better-rated
team. This year we could feel
it, a tangible expectation to
win the national tournament.
This year all the pieces of the
puzzle were present and

Photo by Katie Stine
The Lady Falcons finished second in this year's National
Tournament. The team's record for the season was 22-15.

accounted for. We had talent
in all the right places and
simply had to put the puzzle
together piece by piece.
The season was full of tal
ent-defining instances. We
won our TUFW Invitational
tournament. We were com
peting with NAIA Division I
and NCAA Division II teams.
We won the Grace Bible tour
nament for the fourth year in
a row, and we beat our
biggest rival, Grace CollegeWinona Lake, at midseason.
Beating Grace College was
the moment we felt "we have
arrived." It was the first time
TUFW has ever beaten GC's
volleyball team. It was a
truly defining moment for us.
It was that game that told us
we were competing at a level
above and outside our com
placent underdog level. Sure,
we had some tough losses
and a losing-streak at the end
of the season that nearly
broke us, but we fought with
a passion the concept of
walking back into the under
dog box. That passion helped
us prepare for a national
tournament and almost...
almost win.
For those of you who don't
know, TUFW's athletic pro
gram is not flush with money
to offer outstanding athletes
to come and play. There is
not one athlete at TUFW who

is on a full-ride or even gets a
significant amount of scholar
ship money to play. For
example, the volleyball team
only receives $3,500 worth of
scholarship funds versus
many programs that have ten
full-ride players and can have
at any given moment up to
$100,000 worth of scholarship
players on the floor.
If you are an athlete at
TUFW, you are here because
you love the game and want
to play, not because you are
paid and obligated to. For
years now, our primary
recruiting method has been
the simple appeal and chem
istry of our team. It is this
fact that impresses me most.
We have incredibly talented
girls who choose to come to
TUFW, forgoing better schol
arships elsewhere, to play for
a team they see something
special in.
For the past four years I
have witnessed other coaches,
other teams and recruits
approach our team or our
coach and say, "Man, you
guys really like each other,"
or "There is something differ
ent about your team." This is
what I have prided myself on
during my career at TUFW
because I know what they
see. They see that we play
for a cause, to glorify Him.
I wish I could list every

team we have encountered
that seemed impressed with
our team morale; but, fortu
nately, the list would be too
long for this article. I will,
however, mention that some
of the players on the team
this year chose to play at
TUFW because of what they
saw in the previous teams'
unselfishness, compassion
and love for one another.
I am not sure why it wasn't
"God's plan" for us to win
the national tournament this
year. But does it really mat
ter? Our team does not wish
to be measured by the num
ber of national champi
onships we have won or lost.
We wish to be measured by
our quality as people and our
character in Christ. As much
as I hate to say it, as a
diehard athlete since I was
eleven years old... It is just a
game, and there is more to
life.
TUFW's Lady Falcon vol
leyball team did lose a
national championship and
came in second place for the
third year in a row. For most
of the team, we will struggle
and be saddened with that
fact for awhile. However,
where we truly win is in the
way we have touched peo
ple's lives by the way we
play and by the way we con
duct ourselves on court and
off.
I would not give up the
experience I have had for any
national championship. My
teammates have been girls of
quality and character. I have
grown with this team more
than I could ever have imag
ined, and I hope that after I
leave, new recruits will come
in and get the opportunity to
have the life-changing experi
ence I was blessed to have.
One last thing: when I
came down from our chang
ing room after we lost the
championship game, I peeked
around the corner and saw a

huge crowd of friends, family
and faculty. I regret that I
was unable to face that crowd
as they dispersed. I want
now to apologize and thank
you from the depths of my
heart. For four precious vol
leyball seasons we have had
the most supportive fans,
even at every national tour
nament we have hosted.
Win or lose, you were there
for the team. Thank you for
the wonderful memories you
have given me on my home
floor.
It turns out that the ending
is only the bitter part to a
very sweet volleyball season.

TUFW
athletes
receive
USCAA
honors
STAFF WRITTEN

The United States Collegiate
Athletic Association honored
six TUFW athletes for the fall
sports season.
Volleyball First Team AilAmericans
*Sarah Hodgin, Sr.
*Cassie Warriner, Jr.
*Megan Spillman, So.
Volleyball Academic AllAmericans
*Jessica Warriner, Sr.
*Cassie Warriner, Jr.
Soccer First Team AilAmerican
*Brandon Jackson, Fr.
Soccer Academic AilAmerican
*David Lawson, Sr.

